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Type of Setting
(tick all that apply)

St Benedict’s Catholic Primary School

Mainstream

Resourced Provision

Special

Early Years

Primary

Secondary

Maintained

Academy

Free School

Independent/Non-Maintained/Private

Specific Age range
Number of places
Which types of special
educational need do
you cater for? (IRR)

Post-16

Post-18

Other (Please Specify)

4 – 11 years of age
210

We are an inclusive mainstream setting catering for
children and young people with a wide range of needs
who are able to demonstrate capacity for accessing the
mainstream curriculum with differentiation and support.

We are an inclusive setting that offers a specialism/specialisms in

Each section provides answers to questions from the Parent/Carer’s Point of View. The questions have been developed using examples from
Pathfinder authorities, such as the SE7 Pathfinder Partnership, in conjunction with questions from Cheshire East parent carers.
The requirements for the SEN Information Report have been incorporated into this document, based on the latest draft version of the Special
Educational Needs (Information) Regulations (correct as of May 2014). Questions providing information required as part of the Information
Report Regulations are shown using the letters IRR (Information Report Regulations).
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Questions from the Parent/Carer’s Point of View:
--------------------------------------------------------------- Click here to return to the front page ---------------------------------------------------------Identification
How will you know if my child or young person needs extra help? (IRR)
We believe that early identification of SEND is essential. Quality first teaching, creating an accessible learning environment and careful tracking of the child’s work,
help to inform the teacher of a child’s progress and highlights any delay in progress compared to age related expectations. Information from parents, and external
professionals who are already working with the child, helps to provide a full picture of the child’s needs and is taken into consideration. If the teacher feels that a
child is not making measurable progress, or appears to have barriers to their learning, they will discuss the child with the SENDCo. Together with the class teacher,
the SENDCo will discuss any concerns with the child’s family and the child themselves. If appropriate, the child will be placed on the school’s SEND register and
either a First Concerns form or a SEND Support Plan will be written, which will set specific targets. These targets will be reviewed formally, on a termly basis and
meetings will be help with parents.
What should I do if I think my child or young person needs extra help?
If you have any concerns regarding your child’s development, then you should speak to their class teacher initially. The teacher will listen to your concerns and will
explain how they plan to ensure that your child can fully access the curriculum. The teacher will be available most days after school for short conversations;
however, if you would like a more detailed conversation, an appointment can be made. Alternatively, a meeting can be arranged with the school SENDCo by
calling the school office on 01625 520207 or sending an email to admin@stbenedicts.cheshire.sch.uk
Where can I find the setting/school’s SEND policy and other related documents? (IRR)
The school SEND Policy and Teaching and Learning policy, can be found on the school website www.stbenedicts.cheshire.sch.uk
Any other school policies you may wish to view, are available from the school office.
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--------------------------------------------------------------- Click here to return to the front page ---------------------------------------------------------Teaching, Learning and Support
How will you teach and support my child or young person with SEND? (IRR)
St Benedict’s Catholic Primary School teaches pupils with SEND in accordance with the Cheshire East area wide offer
(https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/livewell/local-offer-for-children-with-sen-and-disabilities/local-offer-for-children-with-sen-and-disabilities.aspx)
At St Benedict’s Catholic Primary School, we aim to provide an inclusive, rich and varied learning environment that allows all children to develop their skills and
abilities to their full potential. When planning work for children with special educational needs, we give due regard to information and targets contained in the
children’s SEND Support Plans. Teachers plan teaching and learning as appropriate for children with Special Educational Needs and provide support or challenge
where necessary. For some children, additional support may be in the form of group work or individual teaching. Regular learning walks by the Senior
Management Team ensure that the child’s learning environment affords full access to the curriculum. Parents will meet with the SENDCo formally each term to
evaluate and set new SEND Support Plan targets. The provision made available to address these targets can take a range of forms, including advice to the class
teacher, small group support or interventions which are additional to and different from differentiated class work or in-class support. Where necessary, advice will
be sought and implemented, from external specialist agencies.
School also draws upon advice and support from other external bodies, such as Cheshire East Speech and Language Therapists, Cheshire East Educational
Psychologists, Cheshire East Autism Team and the school nurse.
At St Benedict’s we support children with difficulties in all 4 areas of learning: cognition & learning; communication & interaction; social emotional & mental
health; and physical & sensory. Currently there are 2 children with a SEND Support Plan (SSP) for Physical & sensory needs, 19 children with an SSP for
communication & interaction difficulties and 16 children with an SSP for cognition and learning and 5 children with an SSP for SEMH. We support 7 children
with Education Health and Care Plans (EHCP). (Please note that a child can have needs in more than one area).
How will the curriculum and learning environment be matched to my child or young person’s needs? (IRR)
People learn in many different ways, and we must therefore deliver teaching in different ways to address the needs of all our learners. We take into account the
different forms and levels of learning when planning our teaching. We offer opportunities for children to learn in different ways. These include: investigation and
problem-solving; research and discovery; group work; pair work; independent work; whole-class work; use of ICT. Quality first teaching, creating an accessible
learning environment and careful tracking of the children’s work, help to inform the teacher of a child’s progress.
Our classroom environment ensures that any supporting information on the classroom walls is of a sufficient size so that it can be seen by all children, no matter
where they are sitting. Different types of words are in different colours for easier identification. Maths and English mats are supplied to the children to ensure
they can access the lesson. Working walls are changed regularly to ensure they reflect the genre being taught; working walls will typically include key words and
phrases, check lists and relevant vocabulary. The classroom environment is designed to encourage all children to be independent in their work.
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--------------------------------------------------------------- Click here to return to the front page ---------------------------------------------------------Teaching, Learning and Support
How are the setting, school, or college’s resources allocated and matched to children or young people’s needs?
The Head Teacher decides on the budget for SEND in liaison with the Governing body. Every class has access to a Teaching Assistant, who is directed by the class
teacher. The TA is available to deliver intervention programmes, work with small groups or work on an individual basis with a child if necessary. TAs also have
experience of delivering intervention programmes to support Maths, English and Social and Communication difficulties.
Where it is felt that a child needs support in the form of extra funding, School will work with parents and external agencies to apply for a ECHP (Education Health
and Care Plan) https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/livewell/local-offer-for-children-with-sen-and-disabilities/education/supporting-send-in-education/ehcassessments-plans/ehc-needs-assessments-and-plans.aspx
How is the decision made about what type and how much support my child or young person will receive? Who will make the decision and on what basis?(IRR)
Discussion with parents; acquiring advice from external professionals; regular pupil progress meetings; discussions between SENDCo and class teacher; and
tracking the child’s progress against weekly objectives, all ensure that a child’s needs are identified. Allocation of resources will depend on the information
gathered from all sources and the child’s level of need. Parents and pupils will be fully involved in decisions about provision and support.
How will equipment and facilities to support children and young people with SEND be secured? (IRR)
School possesses a variety of equipment and materials (e.g. differentiated reading material, writing slopes, coloured overlays, and ICT programmes). The
purchase of other resources will be decided strategically. Where specialist equipment is needed, advice will be sought from specialist external agencies.
How will you and I know how my child or young person is doing and how will you help me to support their learning? (IRR)
We will follow the graduated approach and the four-part cycle of assess, plan, do, review.
The class teacher will work with the SENDCo to carry out a clear analysis of the pupil’s needs. This will draw on: the teachers assessment and experience of the
pupil; their previous progress, attainment and behaviour; others teachers’ assessments, where relevant; the individual’s development in comparison to their
peers and national data; the views and experience of parents; the pupil’s own views; advice from external support services, if relevant.
School will provide school reports on all children, three times a year. School also holds two parents’ evenings a year. Further to this, the SENDco will arrange
termly meetings with children on the SEND register to review SEND Support Plan or First Concerns targets. These meetings will also be used to advise parents on
how to support the children at home, as well as explaining how teaching is delivered in school. The SENDco and the class teacher will be available to meet with
parents upon request. Pupils with an ECHP will also be invited to an annual review.
The class teacher will meet with the Headteacher regularly, to review pupil progress. High expectations are set for all children, including those on the SEND
register and aspirational levels of progress will be set, according to the child’s area of need. At various points across the year, parents are invited into school to
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--------------------------------------------------------------- Click here to return to the front page ---------------------------------------------------------Teaching, Learning and Support
see how subjects are taught across all key stages. Class webpages on the school website include links to specific sites which both parents and children can access
to support the child’s learning at home.
How does the setting, school or college consult with and involve children and young people with SEND in planning and reviewing their education? (IRR)
School feel that pupil voice is important in making decisions in many aspects of school life. Those children who are on the SEND register are encouraged to
discuss any barriers they feel they have to their learning and to contribute to discussions with their teacher as to how to best manage these. The child’s views of
their strengths, as well as their areas for development, are noted on their SEND Support Plan. Through our marking policy we identify areas that need further
development and we talk to pupils about next steps and involve them in their learning
How does the setting/school/college assess and evaluate the effectiveness and sufficiency of its arrangements and provision for children and young people
with SEND? (IRR)
Class teachers evaluate the children’s learning on a weekly basis. This evaluation informs planning for the following week, ensuring that opportunities for overlearning, recapping and review are in place. The tracking of pupil progress takes place half termly with the Headteacher. The SENDCo tracks pupil progress on an
on-going basis and works with the teachers and teaching assistants in deciding which programmes/method of teaching have been successful and where new
strategies should be introduced. The SENDCo completes a provision map at least annually.
The SEND Governor maintains an overview of provision in termly meetings with the SENDCo

--------------------------------------------------------------- Click here to return to the front page ---------------------------------------------------------Keeping Students Safe and Supporting Their Wellbeing
How do you ensure that my child or young person stays safe outside of the classroom?
Pupil safety is paramount. We aim to create and maintain a safe learning environment where all children and adults feel safe, secure and valued and know they
will be listened to and taken seriously. Our school implements policies, practices and procedures which promote safeguarding and the emotional and physical
well being of children, young people and staff. Copies of the safeguarding policy are available from the school office.
Lunch time organisers are informed of any children who require additional support at lunch times. All SEND children are encouraged to attend all school trips,
including residentials. All activities are risked assess in accordance with Cheshire East risk assessment process (Evolve) and relevant staff are deployed. Parents
are fully informed of all activities, and permission slips are obtained by school, providing parental consent. Where appropriate, pupils are provided with
alternative provision at unstructured times.
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What pastoral support is available to support my child or young person’s overall well-being?
St Benedict’s is a small and nurturing school. Bullying is not tolerated. Our safeguarding and anti-bullying policies are available from the school office. At
lunchtime, playground buddies and sports ambassadors are involved in ensuring that children are happy and safe. As part of the curriculum, circle time and
Philosophy for Children sessions are held to encourage children to support one another and teach children how interact in an appropriate way. Throughout the
academic year, children take part in anti-bullying workshops or assemblies. The school employs a solution focussed approach to any issues which arise in school
between children. This process means all children are involved and are able to express an opinion and to help develop a solution. Copies of these are kept by
the class teacher. Parents are informed when this process is evoked and know of the solutions formed.

How will the setting, school or college manage my child or young person’s medicine or personal care needs?
Where a child requires medication within school hours, parental consent is sought and obtained, together with specific information regarding dosage. School
now uses medical tracker to track all medicines and dosages. All medicines are kept in a separate medical refrigerator if necessary. School receive training on
administering epipens when required. Specialist medical advice is sought and implemented when required. Children who require such medication have a care
plan and a risk assessment which is shared with parents and staff as necessary. There is a defibrillator in the school reception area and all staff have been
trained in using the equipment. Where appropriate staff have also been trained to administer epipens.
What support is available to assist with my child or young person’s emotional and social development? (IRR)
Pastoral care is the cornerstone of our Catholic School. A selection of strategies are in place, encouraging positive behaviour. School encourage children to take on
roles of responsibility (including Reception buddies for Year 6 children), in order to develop the children’s self-esteem. School also provide programmes which
support children with social and communication difficulties. All children participate in Circle Time activities. School have established links with health care
professionals and enlist support when required. The SENCo is able to hold consultations with Emotionally Healthy Schools (CAMHS) to ask for advice in supporting
children with anxiety.
What support is there for behaviour, avoiding exclusions and increasing attendance?
The school’s behaviour policy and attendance policy is published on the school’s website. School have a behavioural system in place which encourages positive
behaviour as well as a solution focussed approach to resolving disputes. Permanent and fixed term exclusions are rare. Attendance is monitored daily and where
appropriate discussions will be held with parents and the Education Welfare Officer.
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What is the role of my child or young person’s class teacher?
The teacher’s role it to ensure Quality First Teaching in their lessons and to ensure that the SEND policy is followed in the classroom. Teachers make ongoing
assessments of each child's progress, and they use this information when planning their lessons. It enables them to take into account the abilities of all their
children. Our prime focus is to develop further the knowledge and skills of all our children. We strive to ensure that all tasks set are appropriate to each child's
level of ability. When planning work for children with special educational needs, we give due regard to information and targets contained in the children's SEND
Support Plans and to advice from external specialists. Teachers modify teaching and learning as appropriate for children with Special Educational Needs. Teachers
will strive to meet the needs of all our children, and to ensure that they meet all statutory requirements related to matters of inclusion.
Who else has a role in my child or young person’s education?
We believe that parents and carers have a fundamental role to play in helping children to learn. We do all we can to inform parents and carers about what and
how their children are learning:




by holding parents' evenings to explain our school strategies for literacy, numeracy and foundation subjects



by sending information to parents and carers, at the start of each term, which outlines the topics that the children will be studying during that term at
school;



by sending parents and carers termly reports in which we explain the progress made by each child, and indicate how the child can improve further;



by explaining to parents and carers how they can support their children with homework, and suggesting, for example, regular shared reading with very
young children, and support for older children with their projects and investigative work.




The school SENDco will co-ordinate any external professionals working with the children in school.
How does the setting, school or college ensure that information about a child’s SEND or EHC plan is shared and understood by teachers and all relevant staff
who come into contact with that child?
Class teachers draw up SEND support plans in the first instance based on information compiled from tracking data, teacher assessment, information from parents
and any other professionals working with the child. These plans are then shared with the SENDCo who will advise the teacher how best to deliver the necessary
interventions. Teachers attend the review meetings each term. Each class teacher and teaching assistant (TA) has information containing the child’s assessment
levels and any specific requirements relating to medical needs or strategies required in unstructured times.
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What expertise is available in the setting, school or college in relation to SEND? (IRR)
St Benedict’s Catholic Primary School have a team of 8 teaching assistants, including 1 higher level teaching assistant (HLTA) and 1 SEND teaching assistant. The
SENDCo is trained as a nationally accredited SENDCo. All teachers have received training from the Cheshire East Autism Team (CEAT) on the delivery of social and
communication programmes. School has access to a Family Support worker. The SENDCO regularly attends CEAT group consultation meetings and Educational
Psychologist (EP) group consultations.
Which other services do you access to provide for and support pupils and students with SEND (including health, therapy and social care services)? (IRR)
Cheshire East Autism Team cluster meetings are held half termly. School have established professional links with the Speech and Language Therapy Service,
Educational Psychologist, Social Care, School Nurse, Family Support service and Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS).
Who would be my first point of contact if I want to discuss something?
The first point of contact is the class teacher, however the school SENDCo and the Senior Management Team are also available upon request and can be
contacted through the school office.
Who is the SEN Coordinator and how can I contact them? (IRR)
The SENDCo is Tamsin Vernon. She can be contacted directly through the school office on 01625 520207. Alternatively please send an email to
admin@stbenedicts.cheshire.sch.uk for Mrs Vernon’s attention.
What roles do have your governors have? And what does the SEN governor do?
The Chair of Governors is Mrs Lucy Maudsley and Mrs Louisa Joyce is the SEND Governor. Our governors support, monitor and review the school's approach to
teaching and learning. In particular, they monitor the standards achieved by pupils through the Teaching and Learning Committee and monitor the effectiveness
of the school's teaching and learning approaches through the school's self-review processes, which include reports from subject leaders, the half termly
headteacher's report to governors, and a review of the in-service training sessions attended by staff.
How will my child or young person be supported to have a voice in the setting, school or college? (IRR)
Pupil voice is encouraged and acquired via the school council and student questionnaires. All children are encouraged to participate in setting their own targets
and to participate in reviewing these targets. Where this is not possible, the pupil’s voice is taken in note form and presented at any relevant meetings. Most
importantly, children are able to speak to all adults in the school, and feel comfortable to do so because of the caring and supportive nature of St Benedict’s
Catholic Primary School
What opportunities are there for parents to become involved in the setting/school/college and/or to become governors?
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Parents are encouraged to participate in PTA events, attend school celebration assemblies and to join school trips and after school clubs where appropriate.
The Headteacher sends a weekly newsletter, as do class teachers.
Parent Governors are sought and appointed in accordance with statutory guidelines.
What help and support is available for the family through the setting, school or college? (IRR)
Links to support children in particular areas of need are available on the school website. Parents are afforded the opportunity of support from school staff with
form filling and the completion of on-line forms when required. Parents are made aware of parent partnership. School have provided a venue for parental
meetings with external agencies.
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How will my child or young person be included in activities outside the classroom, including trips? (IRR)
School provides an extensive range of after-school activities including: tennis, football, rugby, cricket, ballet, Spanish, creatures and critters, yoga, music lessons.
Additionally, school facilitate a before and after school club on the school premises. All clubs are available to all children, regardless of need. For those children
with pupil premium, inclusion in any of these clubs is funded.
How accessible is the setting/school/college environment?
Is the building fully wheelchair accessible?
Details (if required)

School is accessible from playground through the infant entrance.

Are disabled changing and toilet facilities available?
Details (if required)

These are accessible from the school hall

Do you have parking areas for pick up and drop offs?
Details (if required)

The school carpark is available for this purpose.

Do you have disabled parking spaces for students (post-16 settings)?
Details (if required)
Additional Points:
The school complies fully with the Equality Act 2010 and the School Admissions Code 2012 in relation to the arrangements for the admission
of disabled pupils. Where the school is oversubscribed, all children are admitted in accordance with the published oversubscription criteria.
Where a child is disabled the school will make reasonable adjustments and provide auxiliary aids or services where reasonable to ensure that
no disabled child is placed at a substantial disadvantage compared to other pupils.
A copy of our school’s Accessibility Plan can be requested from our School Office. Our practice and policy adhere to the Equality Act 2010.
Where translation is needed to support parents’ understanding of English, we will endeavour to support this through use of translation
services.
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Who should I contact about my child/young person joining your setting, school or college? (IRR)
Please contact the school on 01625 520 207 to request school admission information.
How can parents arrange a visit to your setting, school or college? What is involved?
Please contact the school on 01625 520 207 to arrange an appointment with the Headteacher, Mrs Hannah McGuire
How will you prepare and support my child or young person to join your setting, school, or college and how will you support them to move on to the next
stage, or move on to adult life? (as applicable for setting) (IRR)
A new starter pack is provided to all new families. This contains all the practical information required e.g. school uniform, school dinners etc. Where the child has
a special educational need, a meeting is arranged in school with the child, parents/carers and relevant members of staff. An inclusion plan is drafted and external
specialist support will be sought when necessary. School will facilitate any additional tours of the school if required or extra transition times where necessary.
If your child is moving to another school we will endeavour to contact the new school’s SENDCO and share information about any special arrangements which
have been in place to support your child’s learning and inclusion.

Place setting logo
here
(if applicable)

Our Local Offer for Special Educational Needs and/or Disability

--------------------------------------------------------------- Click here to return to the front page ---------------------------------------------------------Additional Information
What other support services are there who might help me and my family? (IRR)
The school SENDco is available to provide links to any relevant external agencies, including Parent Partnership.
Please look at Cheshire East’s Local Offer for further information about the support services available to help you and your family
www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/localoffer
Oakenclough Children’s centre 01625 374180
When was the above information updated, and when will it be reviewed?
This report was updated in September 2021 and will be reviewed in January 2022

Where can I find the Cheshire East Local Offer? (IRR)
From 1st September 2014, the Cheshire East Local Offer can be found at www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/localoffer
What can I do if I am not happy with a decision or what is happening? (IRR)
We encourage parents to discuss any issues with the class teacher, SENDco or Headteacher. Should you feel that your issue has not been resolved satisfactorily;
the school’s complaints procedure is available on the school’s website.
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Currently, restrictions are no longer in place in school, however we are taking a cautious approach and following government guidelines. Should the school be
requested to re-introduce restrictions, below is listed the changes that had to be made between March 2020 and September 2021 for your information.
Between March 2020 and March 2021, no external agencies came into school to carry out assessments or deliver intervention. School continued to facilitate
some intervention and communication remotely with agencies such as SALT, CEAT and CAMHS.
Risk assessments were put in place for all children with EHCPs in liaison with the local authority during lockdown outlining the provision offered between March July 2020.
The SENCo was able to provide speech and language training remotely for staff working with children under SALT to enable them to deliver appropriate
interventions.
All EHCP annual reviews were carried out remotely during this period and included advice from all involved professionals.
From June 2020, interventions for children with SEND, who had returned to school, in Years Reception, 1, 2 and 6 recommenced.
For more information and to read the government guidelines for schools relating to SEND during the coronavirus crisis please follow the following link.
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/guidance-for-schools-coronavirus-covid-19regis

